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A Militarized Community Compact for Collective
Self-Defense in the Mid-Ming Nine Frontiers Region:
A Study of Yin Geng’s Xiangyue (Community

Compact) from Yuzhou, Datong, Shanxi
Cheng, Yifei*

This article examines the Community Compact (Xiangyue 4%[i4Y) initiated by
Yin Geng (F#}}), a scholar-official from Yuzhou (EfJI) in Datong Prefecture,
Shanxi, during the Jiajing reign (1522—-1566) of the Ming dynasty, in order to
illuminate the distinctive nature and functions of community compacts in mid-
Ming areas near the Nine Frontiers (Jiubian J3&). Yin Geng’s Community
Compact was a self-reliant defense measure devised by the local gentry to protect
their communities from Mongol cavalry raids at a time when they could scarcely
rely on the Ming state’s frontier defenses for protection. At its core was the
consolidation of rural defensive forces through a reform of defensive fortress
(baozhai £EZE), which addressed three aspects: technology, institutions, and
personnel organization. Because its provisions were overly elaborate and its
administrators lacked the necessary coercive authority, the compact achieved
only limited results in practice; nevertheless, its technical standards for the design
of fortified settlements were gradually adopted more widely. Unlike most
community compacts, which were devoted to reforming local customs, the
Yuzhou compact had a strongly militarized character and explicitly defensive

aims. The adoption of the name “community compact” was a strategy for

* Sun Yat-sen University, department of history, M.A. student. Email: chengyfO@mail2.sysu.edu.cn
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aligning the initiative with mid-Ming court policy as a means of achieving

community integration.

Keywords: Yin Geng, Xiangyue (Community Compact), Yuzhou, Nine
Frontiers, Ming dynasty



