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The Accomplishment of Both Literature and
Governance: The Publication of Pandu and Judicial

Writings in Literary Collections of Ming—Qing China
Wu, Jing-jie”

Ming-Qing judicial documents (pandu ¥#I[f&) occupy a pivotal position among
the sources for Chinese legal history, bridging earlier and later academic studies.
Drawing on these sources, Shiga Shiizé (74575 =) formulated a framework of
“human feeling, reason, and law”  (qing, li, fa &~ # ~ J£) for civil adjudication
in Ming-Qing China, which has not only become a major paradigm in the field
but has also initiated ongoing debate. Yet the nature and significance of judicial
documents as historical sources have received insufficient attention, largely
because scholars have neither situated them within their historical context and
the process of their production nor attended to the different forms they took.
Centering on judicial documents, this article returns them to their historical
context and re-examines their nature by tracing changes in their literary form and
differences in their formats of publication. It also introduces newly discovered
judicial documents to enrich our understanding of the genre as a whole. Finally,
by examining the motives behind their publication, it considers the relationship
between judicial documents and legal knowledge and, further, what traditional

Chinese law meant to the literati.

Keywords: Judicial documents, Judicial terms, Official documents, Collected

writings, Legal knowledge
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