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Shaping Paragons: Records of Famous Ministers’
Deeds and Sayings in Mid-Ming China (1465-
1505)

Ho, Hsing-chen®

During the Chenghua (1465-1487) and Hongzhi (1488-1505) eras, a
distinct historiographical trend emerged in Ming China: the compilation of
records concerning "famous ministers of the current dynasty." The compilers of
these works claimed that they adhered to the Mingchen Yanxing Lu model of
biography established by Zhu Xi, but their structural arrangements deviated
significantly from that original model. This paper examines three core texts—
Peng Shao’s Mingchen Luzan, Yang Lian’s Huangming Mingchen Yanxing Lu,
and Yin Zhi’s Huangming Mingchen Yanxing Tonglu—to explore the compilers'
intentions and strategies for constructing "paragons."

During the Chenghua and Hongzhi eras, the limited scale of publishing
and information circulation made literary collections that contained epitaphs and
prefaces the most accessible sources for preserving history. Consequently,
compilers faced a dilemma. The urgent need to "rescue" materials often
outweighed critical screening, which profoundly influenced the selection and
scope of their work. Furthermore, personal networks became a vital source for
acquiring documents and facilitating their publication.

Although these records appear to be mere anthologies, decontextualizing
excerpts and reassembling them into biographical narratives fundamentally alters
their original meaning. This editorial "cutting and stitching" reveals the

compilers’ agency. Far from being passive documentation, these works served as

* Postdoctoral Fellow, Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica. Email:
firo1776(@gmail.com



B s A ER L E 2 AR R « 93 .

vehicles for celebrating achievements and establishing moral exemplars.
Through praise and censure, these compilers sought to express contemporary
concerns and historical reflections, actively shaping historical perception and

collective memory.

Keywords: Mingchen yanxing lu (records of famous ministers’ deeds and

sayings), biography, Peng Shao, Yang Lian, Yin Zhi






