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Mountain Society and Local Governance in
Jiaocheng, Shanxi, during the Transition from the

Ming to the Qing Dynasties

Zeng Wei

The turmoil in the local society of Jiaocheng during the transition from the
Ming to the Qing dynasties was closely related to the development and
transformation of the mountainous region’s economy. During the land survey and
tax reassessment carried out in the Wanli reign of the Ming dynasty, the harsh
exaction of corvée and taxes, together with the inequitable distribution of tax
burdens, led to arrears in grain taxes and the disappearance of households from
the official registers. As a result, the mountainous areas became refuges for those
evading taxation and registration, and also a latent source of social unrest.

Since the late Ming period, the government’s campaigns to suppress the
“bandits” in the Jiaoshan region were motivated not only by the political goal of
maintaining unity, but also by the economic need to ensure the full collection of
grain taxes. However, the local authorities’ improper handling of social conflicts
caused these suppression campaigns to fail repeatedly.

After Zhao Jishi had become the county magistrate of Jiaocheng, he
worked to restore governmental legitimacy and the Confucian moral order,
enabling the local gentry to reach a consensus on pacifying the bandits. At the
same time, Zhao personally conducted field inspections and gathered intelligence
to understand the movements of the “mountain bandits,” formulating targeted
strategies that eventually brought the unrest under control. Finally, in the post-

conflict stage, the construction of the Longmen Canal irrigation project helped

* The Associate Professor in the Chinese Social History Research Centre of Shanxi
University. Email: zengweil 006@aliyun.com
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address the livelihood problems of the mountain inhabitants, although this effort

ultimately could not be sustained.

Keywords: Ming-Qing dynastic transition, Jiaocheng, local governance,

mountainous regions



