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A Study of the Punishment System for the
Imperial Civil Service Examination
during the Ming Dynasty

Liu Xiao-long"

During the Ming Dynasty, the punishment system for the imperial civil service
examination were the punitive measures taken against examinees for committing fraud,
violating regulations, committing crimes, and bad behaviour, all of which would
disqualify an examinee from continuing to participate in examinations. The system
was implemented not in the 1600, as the contemporary writer Shen Defu claimed, but
in the 1385 and it came to an end in 1643. During the Ming Dynasty, the number of
the examination punishments exceeded thirty-one, and the number of persons
punished exceeded 235. In addition to the actual violations by individuals, there were
also political reasons for the system’s implementation. There were two main types of
punishments for examinees. One was for those who did not complete the imperial civil
service examination, and the other was for those who did complete it. Whether or not
an examinee retained their examination title and the number of times they were
punished were the main factors affecting the severity of the punishment. The
examination punishment system included not only the provincial examination, the
metropolitan examination, the final imperial examination, but also the preliminary
examination. Once the term of punishment was served, candidates normally returned
to the examination track. In the Ming Dynasty, the examination punishment system
had both positive and negative effects. It was part of the legacy of the palace
examination system of the Song and the Yuan dynasties, and it paved the way for the

punishment system used for the imperial civil service examinations during the Qing

*

Department of Marxism, Guangdong University of Finance and Economics, Guangzhou
510320, China



- 100 - 2B PR E Frat =4

Dynasty. It therefore has a special status in the history of China’s imperial examination

systems.

Keywords: The Ming Dynasty, punishment system for imperial

examinations, palace examinations, imperial civil service examinations



