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The Changes of the Delivering Places of Henan’s
Tribute Grain and the Making of a Hinterland

Center in Ming Dynasty

Hu, Senhao”

Before the implementation of the single-whip law, the distribution of grain to
Beijing and the fort towns followed the regulations set during the Chenghua emperor's
reign. Among the nine fort towns, only Jizhou town received tribute grain, which was
collected from Henan and delivered to officials in Xiaotan town, located in Daming
prefecture, for the most part. Although the delivery locations temporarily changed to
Linging, Huilong town, and Guantao, they eventually returned to Xiaotan town.
Previous studies on tribute grain and border grain have focused on cities and merchants
along the Grand Canal and fort towns, but the significance of the hinterland has not
received sufficient attention. However, the transportation of Henan's tribute grain to
Jizhou town provides an opportunity to explore the relationship between the hinterland,
fort towns, and the Grand Canal. This research examines the six changes of delivery
locations among four places and highlights the reliance of the delivering of Henan’s
tribute grain on Xiaotan town. Additionally, the study of military garrisons in Daming
prefecture not only sheds light on the political dynamics within the local society but
also demonstrates how the hinterland was involved in the delivery of tribute grain and
the supply of border grain through military garrisons. Lastly, by analyzing the
distribution of Henan's tribute grain from Jizhou town to the Tong and Tai warehouses,
this research reveals the decline of the command economy or the "Hongwu fiscal
system."

Keywords: Henan’s tribute grain, delivering places, Jizhou town, border

grain, Xiaotan town, hinterland
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