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The Transmission of Lu Meiniang’s Story and the

Composition of Her Biographies

Jiang Yu-wei"

This study focuses on the story of Lu Meiniang (c. 791-?), tracing its
transmission and the composition of her biographies through Daoist literature, local
gazetteers, and the writings of scholars from the Lingnan region between the Song and
Ming eras. This study finds that a gradual fading of Lu Meiniang’s identity as a Daoist
nun occurred. Instead, the Lingnan scholars who wrote about her emphasized her
exceptional embroidery skills and linked this talent to the Confucian ideal of “women’s
work” (fugong), thus enabling her story to be preserved within the framework of
traditional female virtues. Such shifts not only illuminate the changing attitudes among
compilers toward Buddhism and Daoism, but also reflect broader transformations in

the composition of women’s biographies.

Keywords: Lu Meiniang, female biography, Lingnan, Daoist biography
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