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An Examination of the Historiographic Record in
Light of Emperor Wuzong’s Military Defense of
Yingzhou, as well as an Assessment of the Special
Characteristics of the Veritable Records of the

Wuzong Reign

*
Sun, Yan

In the twelfth year of the Zhengde reign, the Wuzong Emperor
personally led his troops to Yingzhou in defense against the nomadic tribes.
However, the editors of the Veritable Records of the Wuzong Reign thought
that this war was unremunerative, presented few achievements, and put the
emperor in danger. After a comprehensive investigation of the contradictions
in the Veritable Records of the Wuzong Reign and other historical sources, we
can conclude that the assertion, “Emperor Wuzong was nearly captured by
the enemy” is not factual and that there remain many doubts about the level
of casualties. Moreover, Emperor Wuzong was deemed responsible for the
“lack of moral governance” during his reign, and there were rumors in the
capital that the emperor had been captured. Thus, the compilers followed this
line of thinking and downplayed Wuzong’s accomplishments.

In shaping new policies and assuming power from his father, Emperor
Shizong directed his ambitious officials who themselves desired to purge their
political opponents, to expose Wuzong’s negative image and criticize his
every reform in their writing of the Veritable Records, during which they

emphasized their own integrity and vision. In this respect, the Veritable

* PhD Candidate, Academy of History, Ren Min University of China.
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Records embody the simultaneous interweaving of subjective and objective
views and reflect the political changes of the Zhengde and Jiajing reign as

well as the attempts of Emperor Shizong and his officials to shape the memory
of the previous reign.

Keywords: Yingzhou Warfare, Veritable Records of Ming Wuzong, Ming

Historiography, New Jiajing Policies, military affairs



