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The Lasting Impact of “Zhuzi wannian dinglun”
on the Later Yangming School
—An Analysis of Zhang Yuanbian’s Zhuzi

zhaibian

Yu, Teng-ta”

Within the history of Song-Ming Neo-Confucian thought, Wang
Yangming’s essay, Master Zhu's Definitive Views Arrived at Late in Life (Zhuzi
wannian dinglun), stands as a pivotal work in the study of the contrast between
Zhu Xi and Lu Jiuyuan. Its later impact is apparent in the two-volume work, 4
Selection of Works About Zhuzi (Zhuzi zhaibian), edited by Zhang Yuanbian
(1538-1588), and housed in the Fu Sinian Library, Academia Sinica, Taiwan. The
first volume reprinted Wang Yangming’s Zhuzi wannian dinglun and the second
entitled, Poems After Enlightenment, consists of ninety-four of Zhu Xi’s poems
selected and edited by Zhang Yuanbian in support of Wang Yangming’s thesis.
This article will first analyze this volume’s foreword, postscript, and publication
history to highlight the author’s editorial efforts and strategies and the volume’s
ensuing distribution. This will be followed by an analysis of each volume. With
respect to the first volume, Zhang Yuanbian’ accepted that Wang was elucidating
only the later years of Zhu Xi’s thought, but he also attempted to demonstrate the
compatibility between Zhu Xi, Lu Jiuyuan, and Wang Yangming. With respect to
the second volume, this article sorts out the dates of the selected poems and
concludes that their content does not effectively support Zhang’s assertions.

However, Zhang’s interlinear notes to the poems reveal his own unique reading
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of Zhu Xi’s experience of the Way when traveling and observing the landscape
and Zhang’s use of Buddhist and Daoist explanations. Through an analysis of
Zhuzi zhaibian, this article will contribute to a fuller understanding of how late
Ming exegetes distinguished between Zhu Xi and Lu Jiuyuan and reflects how

one late Ming exegete interpreted Zhu Xi.

Keywords: Zhu-Lu comparison, Zhuzi wannian dinglun, Zhang Yuanbian, Zhuzi

zhebian, Zhu Xi’s poetry



