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An Investigation of the Name “Hengjiang” in

Late Ming Liaodong

Ma, Ji*

The Japanese scholar Inaba Iwakichi was the first to point out that, during
the Ming dynasty, the Hun River, a tributary of the Yalu River, had been called
Hengjiang, but this view had not been independently confirmed. After combing
through and analyzing Xiong Tingbi's “Kanfu Dijie Shu,” “Zhuangqi Tenglu,”
and other documents, it can be verified that this view is indeed correct. Hengjiang
was further extended from a river name to a regional name. Up until the
Chenghua reign (1465-1487), the Ming officials were only vaguely familiar with
the name Pajeogang used by the Choson dynasty (1392-1919) to address the Hun
River, but from that time onward, they had little awareness of the Hun River.
However, Xiong Tingbi’s survey of the national boundary in Liaodong carried
out during the thirty-sixth and thirty-seventh years of the Wanli reign (1608,
1609) made it widespread. After the Liaodong War broke out in the late Ming,
many officials and scholars attached importance to the military geographic value
of the name Hengjiang and its river and territory. However, with the fall of the
Ming and the rise of the Qing dynasty, as well as the collapse of the frontier
people and the closure of the watershed basin in this historical process, the name
Hengjiang lost the opportunity to become an official place name and its use was

discontinued.

Keywords: Kuandian, Choson Dynasty, Hengjiang, Hun River, Yalu River
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