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A Critical Reading of the “Origins of the Liaodong
War” in the Addendum to The Major Events of
Ming History

Li, Dongxiao*

This article draws upon a variety of historical records to provide a
critical reading of the “Origins of the Liaodong War” in the Addendum to The
Major Events of Ming History, in paragraph-by-paragraph analysis,
comparing the related records to clarify the fallacies in the account of the
Liaodong War in the Addendum to The Major Events of Ming History, to help
us grasp more deeply the value of Addendum to The Major Events of Ming
History. Textual comparison indicates that the main sources of the work were
Mao Ruizheng's (jinshi 1601) Dongyi kaolue (Research on the eastern
barbarians), Tan Qian's (1594-1658) Guoque (Discussions of the state), and
Xia Yunyi's (1596-1645) Xingcunlu (Record of a survivor). The author and
dating of the Addendum to The Major Events of Ming History are unknown,
but from the author’s treatment of the Qing Dynasty, with spoken and
unspoken elements, it seems clear that the work was compiled sometime after
the Manchu troops passed through Shanhaiguan, but before the suppression
of anti-Qing activities had been completed. The work has close links to the
Major Events of Ming History, and the two books were finished in the same
period, which helps us better understand the production of the Addendum to
The Major Events of Ming History.
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