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Constructing an Image of the City: Shifting and
Expanding Research on the Urban History of Ming

and Qing China over the Last Hundred Years

Wang, Hung-tai*

This article examines the evolution of research on Ming and Qing urban
history, exploring the research directions of different time periods, and
surveying the ways that scholars of divergent traditions created various
impressions of Chinese cities over the past century. In general, the study of
urban history of the Ming and Qing dynasties began in the 1930s, emerging
from research in the history of political institutions. By the 1960s, urban
historical research developed mostly in the context of socioeconomic history.
By the 1990s, urban research directions turned toward the history of social
life as well as cultural history, opening up a rich portrayal of cultural life in
the city.
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