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How “Choson” Entered the World of Ming-Qing Historians

Wu,Cheng-wei

This article fills a gap in Ming-Qing historiography by discussing the first
encounter that Chinese Ming-Qing historians had with Choson Korean historical
materials. The first generation of Ming-Qing historians in China began to pay
more attention to Choson materials in the 1920s. Important pioneers in the field,
such as Meng Sen (##), Wu Han (%#2), and Li Kwang-tao (=5%;%), devoted
themselves to reading and researching the Veritable Records of the Choson
Dynasty (Chaoxian wangchao shilu). This article argues that these Chinese
historians attached importance to the Choson materials in the 1930s because of
two key factors: the problems that persisted in Qing historiography; and the
research achievements of Japanese historians of East Asia. This combination of
internal and external elements brought Choson Korean materials to the attention
of Chinese Ming-Qing historians.

This article first investigates the influence of cultural policies in the Qing
dynasty, under which the government deployed various methods to compel
scholars to abide by official constraints on their research. This legacy led
Ming-Qing historians in the 1930s to doubt the credibility of Qing-era historians,
to the point that they lamented the paucity of reliable Qing history data. At the
same time, Japanese historians had begun to make considerable progress in
developing the study of Choson Korea. This article shows that these Choson
materials first came to the attention of Chinese historians through Japanese
scholarship, in the absence of reliable Qing historical material. The use of
Choson historical materials in the study of Ming and Qing history enabled these
historians to pose challenging new research questions, and led to the creation of

Meng Sen’s masterpiece, A Comprehensive Record of the Yuan, Ming and Qing
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(Yuan, Ming, Qing xi tongji). Lastly, this article reviews developments from the
1930s to the 1960s, showing how Ming-Qing historians have viewed the value

and significance of Choson historical materials.

Keywords: Historians on Ming-Qing Dynasties, Choson Historical Materials,

Meng Sen, Inaba Iwakichi, The Complete Qing History (Qingchao quanshi)
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