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Qu Dajun and His Polygynous Relationships
Weijing Lu’

Over the course of his married life, Qu Dajun produced
substantial works about his spouses and children. This article is a
case study of early Qing elite polygynous life and self-
representation that uses Qu’s writing as a primary source. It
demonstrates that, while he appeared to adhere to the rule of
abstaining from taking a concubine until the age of forty for the
purpose of procreation, polygyny was a vital and multi-purpose
device that Qu used to fulfill his needs and desires to expand his
prestigious ancestral line, satisfy sensual and sexual appetite, and
enhance his bodily vitality through the arts of the bedchamber. The
case points to the deeply seated ideal of a harmonious family that
contained multiple spouses and many children. This ideal was
integral to the Confucian family ideology Qu embraced, but it also
was what defined happiness for Qu. The reality, however, was likely
less sanguine than what Qu presented, and his desire for family
harmony was likely complicated by a range of problems that were
not limited to status hierarchy and competition among the
concubines. In the Qu household, though, concubines appeared to
enjoy close relationships with their children, inviting us to
reexamine the assumption of weak ties between concubines and

their children.
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