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Transforming Islamic Customs with Confucian Rituals:

Flexible Identities of the Muslim Ding Family in Late Ming Quanzhou
Guotong Li

In sixteenth-century Quanzhou, the Ding family of Chendai, Fujian, reclaimed
their Islamic religious identity. This claim reveals Chinese Muslims’ adaptation to
historical changes during the Yuan-Ming dynastic transition through changing their
family name and cultivating their children in a Chinese way. Among the Ding
family of Chendai twenty-four descendants held government positions and a few of
them received the jinshi degree in the Ming and Qing. This study focuses on the
Dings of Chendai to examine how they adapted to the Ming sinification policies
through accepting Neo-Confucian education and lineage practices, while trying to
preserve their religious identity. It argues that their flexible religious identity was
not driven by Confucian ideals but rather by the strategies that helped the family

deal with state policies.
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