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A Battlefield: Military Force, Battles and

Songjiang Local Society at the Beginning of the
Qing Dynasty

Wang, Jian

Associate Research Fellow, Institute of History, Shanghai Academy of Social sciences

During the first a few decades after the Ming-Qing transition, Qing
governors stationed a massive military force in the Jiangnan region including
Songjiang prefecture. The large amount of soldiers dwelling in the cities
impacted the daily life of commoners, while many resources of this area were
mobilized to support the countless battles occurring in this region. As a result,
local officials, gentry and common people all suffered from the burden of this
extraction amidst the protracted warfare. On the whole, Songjiang local society
was turned into a semi-military society at that time, with military officers being
much more important than civil officials, while part of the low rank officials
benefiting from the chaos in society. It was not until the end of the War of the

three Feudatories (=% 7 &) that local society returned to a state of normalcy.
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