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Programming a New Political Order: The Ancestral
Sacrifice in the Marriage Rituals of the Imperial

Princes during the Hongwu Reign

Beibei Zhan

SOAS, University of London

From the outset of the Ming dynasty, the Hongwu Emperor (Taizu, Zhu
Yuanzhang, reigned r. 1368-1398) attached great importance to ritual institutions
of the empire. During his reign multiple versions of ritual prescriptions were
revised and promulgated. This article examines the ancestral sacrifice held in the
Fengxian Hall for marriage rituals of imperial princes during the reign of
Hongwu’s reign to as empirical evidence and explores the rationale and historical
significance of making frequent revisions to the ancestral sacrifice. It considers
both points of reference from both in classical texts and in ritual precedents in
from the Tang and Song dynasties. An analysis is proffered for delineating the
clear division of the “inner” and “outer” roles played by imperial shrines of
Fengxian Hall and Tai Temple. By evaluating the changes in Zhu Yuanzhang’s
selection of affinity and the military and political developments during the same
period, this article shows that innovations were introduced to the ancestral
sacrifice in the marriage rituals for princes. It further argues that the ancestral
sacrifice was adjusted in order to provide a mechanism for programming a new

the ruling philosophy and, in particular, the positioning of the imperial household.

Keywords: early Ming, imperial family, ritual system, imperial prince, marriage

ritual



