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The Neo-Confucian Scholars of Henan and the

Recovery of Local Order in the Early Qing

Ho, Shu-yi
Department of History, National Taipei University

This article focuses on the thought and actions of two Neo-Confucian
scholars, Geng Jie (§k71) and Zhang Mu (5§7K), of Henan (JH[Eg) in the early
Qing period. It traces how these scholars, who ascribed to the Cheng-Zhu school
of Neo-Confucianism, cooperated with local officials to reestablish local order in
Henan after the fall of Ming. The theme of this article is two-fold. First, how did
Neo-Confucian scholars consider the relationship between their Neo-Confucian
theories and the applications of them in local communities? Second, the
interaction between the official cultural policies and these local literati. The
article proceeds in three parts. First, it provides an overview of local society in
Henan in the era of the Ming-Qing transition. Second, this article will use the
Songyang Academy (5[5 E %) of Dengfeng (&%f) as an example to show the
role of local academies in restoring the local civil service examinations. Third, it
explores the movement to rebuild historic sites related to Fu Xi ({KZ§) and

Confucius in Shangcai county (_FZ%£H%) and its significance for local governance.

Keywords: the Ming-Qing transition, Henan, Neo-Confucianism, academy, the

rebuilding of vestiges, the civil examinations



