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Law and Statutes Based on Confucian Canons:

Legal Discourse of Ming-Qing Scholar-Official Literati

Chiu, Peng-sheng

Professor, Department of History, CUHK

How did the miscellaneous discourses about law change during the Ming-
Qing dynasties? This article delves into Ming-Qing intellectual trends aimed at
articulating the Confucian canons with legal knowledge. Focusing on the
constitution of the legal knowledge in Daxu Yanyibu ( ( KE{7&FE#) ) and
Xianxing Jinggie ( (¥£H&%f#) ), which both highlighted the legal knowledge
that might benefit the practice of the Confucian Canons, and vice versa, this
study sheds light on the interactions between Confucians and legal experts in late

imperial China.

Keywords: Legalist, Confucian, Rule of Rituals, Rule of Law, Benevolent Law



