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Confucian Literati in Jiangxi Province and Jingming

Taoism during the Mid- and Late Ming

Chang, I-hsi

This paper focuses on the development of Jingming Taoism in Jiangxi
province during the Yuan and Ming dynasties. During the Yuan and early
Ming, local literati apparently knew little about Jingming Taoism, despite
meeting with Jingming Taoists while visiting local temples. Beginning the
mid-Ming, however, local literati learned of Jingming Taoism through other
means, particularly when reading Jingming Zhongxiao Quanshu( ;587 E 2
4 ) ). Literati exposed to these writings developed different ideas of
Confucianism and Jingming Taoism during the growth of late Ming
syncretism. Some held their position of Confucianism and denied other
religions; some were ambivalent about both Confucianism and Jingming
Taoism; and some converted into Jingming Taoism from Confucianism. The
three cases of Li Ding, Xiong Zenlin and Li Yuankuan exemplify the various

ways in which local literati were influenced by late Ming syncretism.

Keywords: Jingming Taoism, Jingming Zhongxiao Quanshu, late Ming

syncretism, L1 Ding, Xiong Renlin, L1 Yuankuan



