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The Atrocity of Jiangjin (1645): A Historical Fact or a Legend?

Yi-Long HUANG
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ABSTRACT

The battle of Jiangjin (1645) could possibly be the largest artillery battle on land
in the first half of the seventeenth-century world. It is also one of the three
best-known accounts of atrocities in the Ming-Qing conflict, along with the massacres
of Yangzhou and Jiading. However, much to our surprise, this incident is only seen in
private records written by mostly local people, and could not be found in early-Qing
official historical records such as the Neiguoshiyuan manwen dang (Manchu Records
of Palace Historiographic Academy) or Qing shilu (Qing Veritable Records). An
attempt is made here to search for the cause of the entirely different attitude to this
incident in official history and private history. In addition, the author also wishes to
discuss how a historian should make his or her best effort to rediscover the historical
fact through both historical records and legends.

Keywords: atrocity of Jiangyin, artillery, military history, Southern Ming history,
Qing history
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