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THE FIRES, THE POLICIES OF FIRE CONTROL AND THE
CULT OF FIRE IN THE EARLY-MODERN FUZHOU

YI-HSING CHEN
Abstract

This study discusses three issues in the eatly-modern Fuzhou—the urban fire, the
policies of firefighting and the cult of Fire. By arranging the fires in a chronological
order, this study finds that, concomitant with the development of economy and the
increase in population in the urban area, the frequency of fires in the city also increases.
In response to these frequent fires, the city administration enacts the fire control policies,
and establishes the city fire service. In addition, the administration organizes commoners
in the city through Baojia system, assigns them firefighting tasks, and equips them with a
complete set of firefighting gear. With the frequent fires, the fire service gradually grows
into a clumsy size that requires reorganization, which, in time, is given. However, the
reformation does not decrease the fire frequency. And due to these frequent fires, the
fear of fires accumulates in the society. Such a collective mindset of fear then manifests
in the religious cults and in the folklores. The cult of Fire, preconditioned with the
frequent urban fires, consistently spread out in the area. The relocations and the

constructions of the temples of Fire should provide evidence for this theory.
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